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Irish Prison Service
Research Approval Form

This form must be completed in respect of applications to carry out research within the Irish Prison Service.
	Part A – Personal and Research Details


	1. Personal Details

	Name(s)
	

	
	

	Address
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Landline
	
	Email
	
	Fax
	

	Mobile
	
	
	
	
	


	2. Title of Proposed Research

	


	3. Description

	Provide a brief description (approx. 200 words) of the research proposal, including aims and objectives. 

	


	4. Research Methodology 

	Indicate the research methods, including samples, instruments, measures, procedures, analysis, personnel and the likely time scale of the research project.


	


	5. Outcomes

	Indicate the expected value of this research (i) for society in general and (ii) the Irish Prison Service specifically.


	


	Part B – Research Ethics


	6. Ethical Considerations

	Outline the ethical considerations that you consider relevant to this proposal and provide details as to how you have addressed them. Please attach the Code of Ethics and Professional Practice Guidelines which is guiding your application.


	


	7. Confidentiality

	(a)  Describe procedures for maintaining confidentiality.

	

	(b) Describe procedures that you will follow if confidentiality is breached.

	


	8. Risk and Risk Mitigation 

	Outline the risks associated with your research proposal and  the associated risk mitigation which you have included:

	

	9. Conflict of interest

	Please give details of any potential conflict of interest, including employment with Irish Prison Service or membership of any bodies.


	


	10. Informed Consent 

	Specify who will give consent and procedures for obtaining same. Please attach a copy of the consent form and subject information leaflet. (Note that (i) if a subject has literacy difficulties the researcher must read the material to the subject) and (ii) if a consent form is not required, a description of the study, specifying all the elements of consent, must be given to participants. 


	


	Part C – Academic Background


	11. Please insert below any personal and or professional competencies that you have that would assist you in carrying out this research



	


	12. (a) Academic Supervision


	Supervisor:


	

	Contact number:


	


	12. (b) If this research forms part of an academic course, please indicate the following



	Academic Institution:


	

	Qualifications for which you are aiming for

	


	13. Dissemination of research findings



	Outline plans for the dissemination of research findings and/or publication.


	


	14. Is your research being funded? 

	
	
	
	
	
	Yes
	
	
	No
	
	

	If yes:

	Funding Body


	

	Please attach confirmation of funding


	

	Funder Contact Name

	

	Funder Contact details

	


	Part D – Consent and Declaration


	15. Consent to be Contacted 



	I agree to being contacted the Irish Prison Service from time to time about the progress of the research and to provide relevant information when requested. (Note that agreement is a condition of approval) 


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Yes
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	No
	
	
	


	16. Output Agreement



	I agree to submit Reports / Findings / Conference Papers to the Research Officer, Irish Prison Service College for their appropriate use and dissemination. (Note that agreement is a condition of approval)


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Yes
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	No
	
	
	


	17. Security Clearance



	I declare that the information I have provided above is true. I understand that a false declaration will result in my application being refused. I understand that a security check will be conducted by the Irish Prison Service with An Garda Síochána if I require entry to a prison and I hereby give my consent to this being done.


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Yes
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	No
	
	
	


	18. Access 



	Please indicate the IPS facilities which you are looking to access.


	

	19. Ethics 



	I declare that as a researcher I will act in accordance with this guidance and act ethically to protect the wellbeing of prisoners at all times (Note that agreement is a condition of approval)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Yes
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	No
	
	
	


	20. Signature



	Signature



	Date





Note:

* The Irish Prison Service advises that you refer to the appropriate sections of the Declaration of Helsinki1
 and give due consideration to the ethical principles/guidelines of your own discipline regarding research.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Please return this completed form with the IPS Security Clearance Application Form and direct enquiries to the contact details below.


Applicants should be aware that final approval for research resides with the Director General of the Irish Prison Service, and access to prisons is a matter for individual governors for operational and security reasons and in light of available resources in the institutions.











Research Officer


Irish Prison Service College


Brian Stack House


Portlaoise


Co. Laois





Email: researchoffice@irishprisons.ie











� World Medical Association Declaration of Helsinki, 59th WMA General Assembly, Seoul, October 2008
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