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| am submitting the Chaplaincy Annual Report for Arbour Hill Prison 2022.

This is a requirement under Prison Rules 2007. 119. (1)

General Commentary

Arbour Hill Prison is a closed, medium security prison for adult males. Located in Dublin 7, it was
originally a Military Prison and became a Civilian Prison in 1975.

Arbour Hill is a transfer prison and does not accommodate prisoners on remand. It has a capacity for
137 prisoners. The prisoner profile is largely made up of long term sentenced prisoners.

Chaplaincy in Arbour Hill Prison is instrumental in providing support and pastoral care to all who live
and work in the prison. Prison Chaplaincy’s remit in Arbour Hill Prison is for the whole prison
community and most notably for prisoners and their families. Chaplaincy engages with people in
prison from their first day in prison and accompanies them throughout their time in custody and
particularly during times of personal challenge. Chaplaincy develops a rehabilitative relationship with
prisoners and their families that encourages and supports, so that reoffending is reduced and safer
communities are created.

Chaplaincy operates within the framework of prison multi-disciplinary teams and reports to the
Governor. Through Chaplaincy people in custody are encouraged and supported in adapting to
prison life, to engage with the prison regime to their fullest potential and prepare for life after
release.

Prison Chaplaincy in Arbour Hill Prison is a statutory requirement and Chaplaincy also delivers on the
strategic aims of the Irish Prison Service, particularly in the areas of ‘Staff Support’, ‘Prisoner
Support’ and ‘Safe and Secure Custody’

The management and staff in Arbour Hill are essential in facilitating a safe and secure environment
for the provision of Chaplaincy.

Chaplaincy is respectful of and seeks to meet the needs of prisoners from all belief systems and none
and Chaplaincy co-operates with visiting ministers of religion or other representatives of different
religious denominations.



There is one fulltime Chaplain assigned to the prison.

Provision of Chaplaincy Services

Through Chaplaincy people in custody are encouraged and supported in adapting to prison life, to
engage with the prison regime to their fullest potential and to prepare for life after release.

Prison Chaplaincy is best understood as a constant supportive presence embedded in the life of the
prison which is intrinsic to building rehabilitative relationships in a holistic way by providing dignity
of care and rehabilitation to prisoners for safer communities.

Chaplaincy is integral to the life of the prison community. This is evidenced by the co-operation and
networking which takes place on a daily basis between the prison management, staff and all the
services and agencies involved in the life of the prison.

The provision of a dedicated room in the prison circle puts Chaplaincy at the heart of the prison and
is very beneficial for prisoner engagement in a safe and confidential environment. We have a
beautiful Chapel that provides an appropriate space for religious Services.

As Chaplain | attend and contribute to the various meetings, including multi-disciplinary, prisoner
reviews and case conferences. The contribution of Chaplaincy strengthens co-ordination of services
to those in custody and integrates spiritual and pastoral care into the multi-disciplinary approach in
Arbour Hill.

Being present at times of bereavement is a very important part of the chaplain’s role. The prison
environment adds additional challenges for the grieving process. Bereavement support to all
concerned is provided through Chaplaincy so that the most effective grief care practices are
available to those who want this support.

There was no death in custody during 2022.
COVID-19

The necessary restrictions, protocols and procedures on services, introduced in adherence to
Government guidelines were gradually eased as the year progressed and prison life began to gently
return to ‘normality’. This ‘new normal’ heightens the importance of adhering to infection control
and attending to our physical and mental health.

The Tele Chaplaincy telephone service introduced during the pandemic no longer operates in Arbour
Hill. The facility of Video Calls, introduced by the Irish Prison Service in response to public health
measures during the pandemic has proved valuable for people in custody and their families. It has to
be acknowledged that continuing with this facility with complemented physical visits remains an
important support for prisoners and their families and is highly valued and appreciated by them.
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In conclusion, the support and help of the Governors, Management Team and Staff of Arbour Hill
Prison is acknowledged and appreciated in facilitating Chaplaincy in the life of the prison community.
In particular | want to thank the Governors. Their support, availability, advice and encouragement
has made it easy and enjoyable for me to function effectively as a Chaplain.



As | am the only Chaplain, | value and benefit from the support and co-operation of all the staff,
professional bodies and services that make up the team approach that is unique to Arbour Hill.

Through this support, Chaplaincy in Arbour Hill Prison will continue to play its role in providing
pastoral care and support to the entire prison community and to the families of those in custody.

Yours sincerely

Fr John O’ Sullivan
Chaplain

29% June 2023



