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Introduction

—was appointed Cork Prison Chaplain on the 3'4 December 2018
the services, who are now entering their fourth successful year, had been

without a chaplain for almost 12 months.

On a part time basis we also have volunteer chaplain [N owing to the
fact that[ ] the prison chaplain requested and was successful in

receiving a transfer to Midland Prison Services | R A

Chaplains.

The permanent chaplain is available at all times throughout the year, 365 days
24/7 to meet with the men in the prison building. The Chaplain is also
available to meet with their families, if they would like, this meeting can be

over the phone or in person in the visitation area or a neutral agreed location.

The volunteer Chaplin is very dedicated to the services in Cork Prison and she
can often be found in the school building advising and teaching the men on
various issues and subjects. She also spends a lot of her time working closely

with_ which plays an important role and has a

very important link to the Cork Prison.

The National Chaplain for the deaf, -visits cork prison to see a
man we currently have in the prison with whom needs his services, —
-is very dedicated and is a great support to the man in question.
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Chapblaincv Activities and services

1. Contributing to the men's reviews and varied multi discipline teams.

2. Attendance at graduations, to show support to the men and families. To
allow them to see their great effort toward their rehabilitations has not
gone unnoticed by the staff and chaplains of Cork prison.

3. Visit the men who are unwell and in hospital.

Be a support to staff members on occasions of a death in the family.
Be knowledgably and supportive of all religious dominations. The cork
Prison services caters to all. The kitchen staffs are also aware of certain
religious days and events i.e. Ramadan and they will cater to same.

6. Mass for deceased members of Cork Prison happens every year in
November the month of the holy souls. The prison choir sing at this
mass alongside prison officers, their families and friends. The Collins
Barracks have always been so kind as to allow us the use of their church
and we are very thankful to them.

7. Throughout the year we arrange spiritual visits for the men.

Mass

Mass is celebrated every Sunday and on all relevant holy days
throughout the year. Holy Communion is also brought to V.P.U and
protection on a regular basis during the week. We also had a visit from
our new bishop- he expressed he was very impressed by
the new prison and its services. Governor_met with him and
showed him around the prison, where he met some of the men and

various staff members.
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St Vincent de Paul

There appeared to be a problem in the past with [gg, as there were
shortages in staff and they were not allowed into the prison as result.
This issue has since been addressed and resolved, B
come in to the prison once a fortnight (on Monday's) to visit the men
and support them where necessary, providing them with clothing items.

Section39. Neutral Venue Visits

Special Visits are arranged for the men in different parishes to allow
them to see/ visit with sick and ailing family member's. The prisoners
and staff always received such warm welcomes from the parish house
and the families are so thankful to the priests for same.

As Chaplain | brought a prisoner out on day release who is currently
serving life. We meet with his family for lunch. He really enjoyed the day
and at all times showed respect to me and his family.

When a family member of a prisoner passes away, i will also arrange a
private visit to the funeral home. The prisoner is accompanied by a
prisoner officer and i will also be there to provide pastoral care and
support. It gives the men great comfort to be able to say goodbye to
their loved ones and i hope this service can always continue.

Death In Custody
Sadly this year we lost one man whilst in custody. It is and was a very

sad and difficult time for all his family, loved ones, friends both inside
and outside of the prison. It also had an effect on prison staff. | would
like to recognise the great work done and compassion shown by

Governor—and Chief-during the difficult days

that followed the death.
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Areas of concern

We are deeply concerned by the reality that some of the men are
spending a long periods of time on the VPU landing as well as the men
who have mental health issues. | would like to see the dept of justice
and the dept of health coming together and working on a solution for
these men. | feel that prison is not the place for them and the prison
staffs are unequipped and they are not trained to deal with mental
health problems. This system will not help with their current issues or

rehabilitation.

Gratitude

The above report relates to the period of time between 01 Jan 2019
and 31% December 2019 and as | come to the end of same, | would like
to express my sincere thanks and gratitude to the governors, chiefs and
all the staff who work in Cork Prison- their time, support and work is
second to none, and | have no doubt that the men in our prison service
receive the best possible care and support 24/7, thanks to the working
effects of everyone within the service.

We are thankful to have had the opportunity to share, learn and grow
with Cork Prison during this time. It has been a challenge, but one that

did not go without reward.

- Chaplain Chaplain
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